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Tree to Saint  
By Mary Beth Frampton, Oblate of St. Joseph Monastery  

Early last summer all of us at the mon-

astery were shocked to look out toward 

the grotto one Monday morning to find 

that one of the oldest trees on campus 

ð perhaps THE oldest tree ð had died, 

quite literally, overnight.  The tree 

which had been covered with green 

leaves one day, was covered with 

brown leaves the next.  A beautiful 

oak, shockingly gone.  The tree was a 

victim of the renovation project of the 

years before.  The efforts to save the 

tree during the renovation process by 

surrounding it with dirt and grass had 

failed.  The tree had smothered in the 

surprising and unexpected 100 degree 

heat of June.  

 

The sisters were intensely saddened by 

the loss of the beautiful oak:  a tree 

that had no doubt stood when the mon-

astery had been built in 1926; a tree 

that had witnessed the coming and 

goings of the sisters and their students 

for more than eight decades.  It needed 

to be preserved ð to take on a new 

form, a new beauty ð to continue to 

watch over the comings and goings of 

the monastery and the school for years 

to come. 

 

It was suggested that perhaps the 

trunk could be carved into a statue.  A  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tree at the school many years ago had 

been carved by Clayton Coss into a 

sculpture of Christ with the Children.  

Perhaps this tree could be transformed 

as well.  Clayton Coss was contacted 

and inspected the tree.  He declared 

that it would be a fine tree for carving 

and we were put on his waiting list for 

a sculpture.  In the months while we 

waited to make the top of his list, 

many ideas were floating around about 

what would best enhance the area at 

the grotto.  We already have the classic 

pewter statue of St. Joseph that had 

come from the convent in Guthrie and 

Mary was honored in the grotto itself.  

The logical choice was St. Benedict.  

 

Numerous paintings, drawings and 

sculptures of St. Benedict were shared 

with the artist over the weeks preced-

ing the work itself.  But it was a simple 

drawing of a relief woodcut that was in 

Sr. Scholasticaõs files that captured 

Claytonõs imagination and found reso-

nance within the community.  Because 

of the closeness to the grotto and the 

uniqueness of the sculpture itself, the 

relief cut held special appeal.  The view 

of the statue and the grotto from the 

house needed to be separate aestheti-

cally and yet build on each other.  The 

cave effect of the grotto itself would 

work well with St. Benedict and the 

use of the very different wood and the 

relief carving would keep the new 

statue from intruding into the grotto.  

It could be done, and done well.  

 

The symbols in the sculpture ð the 

Rule, the staff, the raven and the bread 

ð all seem to have a general appeal 

that make the work speak to people on 

many different levels.  The overall mo-

nastic impression of the statue speaks 

boldly about what the monastery is 

about and why the sisters are here.  

The loss of the tree has gained us a 

work of art that can appeal in new 

ways to the sense of beauty and belong-

ing that the new statue of St. Benedict 

offers to those who behold it.  

More photos on page 3  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

January 1st  
The Feast of Mary the 

Mother of God 
Feast Day of  

Sr. Maria Paula Muraki 
 

January 2nd  
Feast of Basil the Great & 

Gregory Nazianzen 
 

January 3rd   
Feast of the Epiphany 

Feast Day of  
Sr. Veronica Sokolosky 

 
January 10th 

The Feast of St. Gregory 
of Nyssa, bishop 

 
January 15th 

Feast of St. Maur & St. 
Placid; disciples of our 
holy father St. Benedict 

 

O B L A T E  M E E T I N G  
January 10, 2010 

 

10:30 A.M. Mass in the Oratoryñeveryone is   
  welcome 
 
12:15 p.m. Study Group will meet in the Monastery Library.  
  Please bring your book. 
 
  New Oblate Novice Class will meet in the  
  Conference Room 
 
1:15 p.m. Vespers in the Marian Chapel / Enrollment of new 
  Oblate Novices 
 
Program:   Prologue of the Rule  - Sr. Veronica & Pat Conn 

[ 

Please keep all of the  
Sisters in your prayers  

as they do for you. 

[ 

 

 

New Oblate Novice Class 

Begins  

On  Sunday, January 10th  
At  12:15 pm in the Monastery 

Conference Room  

 
**If you have sent in an applica-
tion and are still interested you 

may attend this class**  

 
New Oblate Novices will be  
officially enrolled during  

Vespers in the Marian Chapel  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We will continue a year long 
study of the Prologue of the 

Rule to take place each month 
at the Oblate meetings. 

   
Please call or e -mail  
Vicky OôNeil at  

746-4223  
or VONeil@montecassino.org  

 
If you are interested in  

speaking or facilitating a  
discussion on a portion of the 
Prologue for a future meeting. 
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Prayer Intentions:  
 
 

We pray for the repose of the 
soul of: 

 
All the Faithful Departed 

 
We pray for abundant  

healing of: 
 

Sr. Mary Clare Buthod 
 

Mary Beth Frampton, Oblate 
 

Donna Montgomery, Oblate 
 

Farris Saffa, 
father of Toni Wersal, Oblate 

 
Ann Malloy, Oblate 
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Check out more photos on our website:  

stjosephmonastery.org  


