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The St. John’s Bible 
By Sr. Irene Nowell, OSB, Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, KS 

When Pope Benedict XVI 

was presented with a full-size re-

production of the first volume of 

the The Saint John’s Bible in April 

of 2008, he praised it as “a great 

work of art, a work for eternity.”  In 

1996 St. John’s Abbey and Univer-

sity began to explore the possibility 

of creating a hand-written illumi-

nated Bible.  Donald Jackson, a re-

nowned calligrapher, was officially 

commissioned in 1998 to produce 

this massive project, the first hand-

written illuminated Bible to be pro-

duced in five hundred years.  In 

February of 2000 Jackson wrote the 

first words:  “In the beginning was 

the Word.” 

A lot of preliminary work 

had to be done before that first 

word, however.  Biblical passages 

to be illuminated were chosen and 

the size of the illuminations was 

determined:  whole page, half page, 

quarter page.  Several texts were 

also selected to receive special cal-

ligraphy and color.  The Catholic 

version of the New Revised Stan-

dard Version was chosen as the 

translation because: (1) It is ac-

cepted by scholars as faithful to the 

original text; (2) It is a reasonably 

inclusive translation; (3) It is used 

both by Catholics and Protestants; 

(4) It had been recently revised and 

so was up to date regarding biblical 

scholarship.  Several themes are to 

be emphasized in the illuminations:  

the reality of a saving God, good-

ness of creation, bond of the cove-

nant, hospitality, justice for God’s 

people, the transformation of one’s 

life, and praise of God.  The Bible 

is being written on vellum (calf-

skin) and a two-page spread is 

about a yard wide and two feet tall.  

Eventually these pages will be 

bound into seven volumes:  Penta-

teuch, Historical Books, Prophets, 

Psalms, Wisdom Literature, Gos-

pels and Acts, and Letters and 

Revelation.  All the volumes are 

finished except the last. 

A Committee on Illumina-

tions and Texts (the CIT) was 

formed to work with Jackson 

throughout the production of the 

Bible.  I am privileged to be a part 

of that committee.  Our role was to 

take the written word of the Bible, 

do an interpretation of the passage 

to be illuminated, and then—with 

the help of wonderful artists—to 

move in the direction of a visual 

message.  The idea was not to illus-

trate the text, but to illuminate the 

text.  In other words, to use images 

that would give new insight into its 

meaning of the text.  We also 

wanted to use images from the local 

area just as the medieval illumina-

tors did.  Our aim was not to create 

a medieval illuminated Bible but a 

21st century one with images that 

suggest our present context.  So we 

divided our task into:  interpretation 

of the biblical text, free association 

of possible images, local associa-

tions, and Scriptural cross-

references.  Our process was a kind 

of group lectio divina; it was amaz-

ingly freewheeling and also enrich-

ing.  My primary task was to take 

the lead on the exegesis of the Old 

Testament books.  This has been 

one of the most enriching experi-

ences of my life. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 
October 1st 

Feast of  
St. Therese of the 

Child Jesus 
Feast Day of  

Sr. Marie Therese Long 
 

October 7th  
Feast of Our Lady of 

the Holy Rosary 
Feast Day of 

Sr. Marilyn Norwood 
 

October 28th 
Founding Day of  

St. Joseph Monastery 
128th Anniversary 

 

 

O B L A T E  M E E T I N G  
October 11, 2009 

10:30 A.M. Mass in the Oratory—everyone is welcome 

12:15 p.m. Study Group will meet in the Monastery Library. 

  Please bring your book. 

12:15 p.m. Novice Study Group will meet in the Conference 
  Room 

1:15 p.m. Vespers in the Marian Chapel 

  Oblation of Oblate Novices with Reception to  

  Follow 

**Sr. Meg Funk, OSB will be speaking to Oblates at the  

November 8th Oblate Meeting.** 

 

Please keep all of the  
Sisters in your prayers  

as they do for you. 

 

 
New Inquirers 

Anyone who is interested in becoming 

a Benedictine Oblate is welcome to 

join us for one of our monthly  

meetings including Vespers and the 

study group. 

A new Oblate Novice class will be 

starting after the first of the year. 

To qualify for entering the Novice 

class you must attend 3 Oblate Meet-

ings prior to the start of the class.  

Please let us know if you would like 

an application for the next Oblate 

class. 

Please contact: 

Marta Segura at  

918-744-8363 

Or 

Vicky OõNeil at 

918-746-4223 

for more information. 

 

 

Beyond the Cloister 

Benedictine Spirituality  

For the 21st Century 

October 10, 2009 
9:30 amð3:00 pm 

Campus of St. Gregoryôs Abbey  
& University 

Shawnee, Oklahoma 
 

Featuring Rev. Michael Casey, 
O.C.S.O. 

 
*There is a $25.00 registration fee 
that includes workshop materials, 

refreshments and lunch. 
 

For more information on this 
event, call 405 -878-5491 or visit 

the monastery web site at:  
www.monksok.org  
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Prayer Intentions:  
 
 

We pray for abundant  
healing of: 

 

Shawna Mathieu, Oblate,  
and husband, Chris 

 
David Segura,  

son of Marta Segura, Oblate 
 

Dinshaw Contractor, 
family friend of Jean Thornbrugh,  

Oblate Novice 
 
 

ggg 
 

Check out the new  

Monastery Blog: 

http://stjosephmonastery.blogspot.com 

OR 

Link from our website at: 

www.stjosephmonastery.org 

Short reflections on the Rule 
of St. Benedictñ you can 

choose to  
respond and get  

feedback!! 

 

Sr. Christine has been posting, 

òA Benedictine Way of Livingó 

on Twitter .  You can also link 

to this from our web site. 

 

      
 

      

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections from our Monastery Blog  
 

 

Without doubt, this descent and ascent can signify only that we descend 

by exaltation and ascend by humility. (RB 7.7)  

 

Have you ever ridden a roller-coaster? Remember how the going up or ascent was un-

usually calm and peaceful and you found yourself quietly enjoying the sights? And re-

member how the coming down or descent left you breathless and exhilarated, and per-

haps a little fearful, and you found yourself wildly waving your hands and screaming.  

 

I think St. Benedict is telling us that the practice of humility is like a roller - coaster ride. 

Acquiring humility is like the ride to the top; it is always calm and peaceful and relaxing; 

it helps me face and accept the real me. Letting go of exaltation is like the ride to the 

bottom; it is always breath -taking and exhilarating, and fearful; I do not want to unmask 

and let others see the real me.  

 

Sr. Veronica, OSB 

élet him recall that he is always seen by God in heavené(RB 7.13) 

 

My mother and dad and my teachers always seemed to have eyes in the back of their 

heads. How was it they could always see when I licked some frosting from the cake, left 

the trash on the back step, or sent a note to my boy friend during class? There were days 

when I wished they couldnôt see everything, just as there are days I wish God didnôt have 

that all -seeing eye. 

 

But then, in retrospect, those days make me feel so loved, so precious and so safe under 

that all -seeing eye of God. 

 

Sr. Veronica, OSB 

éwe must believe that God is always with usé (RB 7.23) 

 

That God is always with us reminds me of Christmas. At Christmas God sent a present 

into the world, the gift of a loving presence named Jesus. This Jesus taught us the real 

value of gift-giving. Jesus gave no material gifts to others; He gave his personal presence 

and treasures from the heart ïforgiveness, compassion, healing, peace. 

 

These are the gifts He wants us to give. He asks us to be Jesus to one another by our 

personal presence, and give these treasures from the heart -- our care and concern, our 

hope, our joy, our understanding and forgiveness, our kindness and our patience.  

Sr. Veronica, OSB  

éthe Lord looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see whether any 

understand and seek God (Ps 13{14}.2)é(RB 7.27) 

 

Hide and go seek is a favorite game of my nieces and nephews. They never seem to tire 

of playing it nor do they tire of changing the rules or adding new rules in the middle of 

the game. I think this is what we do with God sometimesðwe play hide and go seek and 

when He gets too close we change the rules. There are times that we may or may not 

want to be found. But we are only fooling ourselves.  

God says: ñIf you truly seek me, I will find you.ò Seeking God is a long process of discov-

ery but being discovered by God is truly amazing. 

Sr. Veronica, OSB 



 

 

 BENEDICTINE OBLATES OF 
 SAINT JOSEPH MONASTERY 

 

CONGREGATION OF BENEDICTINE SISTERS 

OF THE SACRED HEARTS INC. 

2200 SOUTH LEWIS AVENUE 

TULSA, OK   74114-3117 

Monastery Schedule 

2009-2010 

  
Oblates & Friends of the Benedictine Sisters are invited to join them in  

praying the Liturgy of the Hours at St. Joseph Monastery 

 
Morning Prayer:   Monday  & Wednesday—6:15AM / Eucharist at 6:40AM 

   Tuesday & Thursday—6:45 AM / Eucharist  at 8:15AM with School 

   Friday—6:45AM / Eucharist at 5:00PM 

   Saturday—11:00AM / Eucharist  at 11:30AM 

   Sunday—8:15AM / Eucharist  at 10:30AM 

 

Midday Prayer:   Monday thru Friday—11:45AM, followed by lunch 

 

Vespers:    Monday—Thursday & Saturday—5:00PM 

   Friday—4:30PM 

   Recollection Sunday—Adoration ends at 3:30PM followed by Vespers 

   Oblate Sunday—2nd Sunday—1:15PM followed by an Oblate Meeting—all are welcome 

   Sunday—3rd, 4th, 5th—4:00PM 

    

 

**be sure to call to verify schedule for the day you plan to come,  

because at times it does change.** 
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Watch the new website grow:  www.stjosephmonastery.org  


